i54                     The Flower Lover
Because of this the peonies of Loyang surpassed varieties found
any where else.15
Mr. Chiu's peonies were planted in front of his hut. They were
surrounded with a wall of rocks and protected from the sun by a
cloth canopy stretched across a wooden frame. The shrubs were
about ten feet high; even the lowest were not less than six or seven
feet. The flowers were as big as plates and were of all shades of
colors. At the sight all the intruders exclaimed in admiration and
Chang Wei stepped on the wall so as to smell the fragrance. This
was one of the things that Mr. Chiu could not endure and so he
said, "Ya-nei, please look at them from a distance and do not
stand too close to them."
"Do you realize to whom you are talking?" Chang Wei shouted
He was still sullen because of Mr. Chiu's initial rebuff and had
been waiting for a chance to vent his spleen. "Have you never
heard of the power of Chang Ya-nei? You lied to me but I let it
pass. Now you are again wagging your rude tongue. Do you think
I'd ruin them by smelling them?" And so saying, he bent one flower
after another to him and sniffed at them with his nose pressed
against them.
Mr. Chiu was speechless with anger and only hoped that they
would go away soon. But Chang Wei seemed bent on torturing
him, for the bully now said to his friends, "It would be a pity to
leave the flowers when they are at their best. Let us send for wine
and have a party here." In vain Mr. Chiu remonstrated. Wine and
meat were brought and a rug spread on the ground, and the garden
soon resounded with the noise and laughter of the vulgar intruders,
while Mr. Chiu sat by and watched helplessly with pouted lips.
But the worst was yet to come, for as the beauty of the garden
impressed itself upon Chang Wei he grew covetous and began to
devise means of robbing the rightful owner of it. "To look at you
one would never think that you'd be such an excellent gardener/*
he said with a look of condescension. "Here is a cup of wine for
you."
15Tliis legend is used as the background for the novel Flowers in the Mirror
by Li Ju-chen, b.c.i76o,